
City of Lewisburg
Historic Landmarks Commission Regular Session and Public Hearings

Meeting Minutes — October 18, 2021, 5:00 p.m.
942 Washington Street West, Lewisburg, WV

Paul L. Cooley Council Chambers

PRESENT: Chairperson David Craddock; Planning and Zoning Officer Marsha Cunningham;
Commissioners William Deegans, Clifford Gillilan and Paul Lindquist; Recording Officer Tina
Alvey

ABSENT: Commissioner Donna Johns

VISITORS: Mayor Beverly White, City Manager Misty Hill, architect Jerry Janiga, Marit
Withrow, Emil Stalis, Phil Cornett, Josh Adamo and Russ Higginbotham

CALL TO ORDER: Meeting was called to order at 5 p.m. by Chairperson David Craddock

PUBLIC COMMENT: Contractor Russ Higginbotham asked for an unofficial endorsement of
the anticipated color of upper floor replacement windows in a 1938 house on which he is now
working. He said an effort is being made to closely match the window frame color to the existing
mortar between the house’s bricks. No vote was taken, but Craddock summarized the outcome of
a brief discussion by saying, “The Commission would look favorably on the application.”

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Minutes of the September 13, 2021, meeting were approved by
4-0 vote, with Commissioner Donna Johns absent, upon motion by Commissioner Paul
Lindquist, seconded by Commissioner William Deegans.

Public Hearing: Montwell Commons, 990 Jefferson Street, North - Install Sun Setter retractable
awning on back side of Hill and Holler.

Lindquist recused himself from discussion of this matter, which had been tabled at the
Commission’s September 13 meeting.

Architect Jerry Janiga presented commissioners with an iPad photo showing the color of the
hardware which will be used to attach the awning to the building (an issue that had been raised at
the September 13 meeting) and offered assurances that the appearance of the awning “will
depend on local regulations.”

Deegans expressed a willingness to support this specific request in order to provide more usable
outdoor space at Montwell, but noted that such awnings might be inappropriate elsewhere in the
city’s Historic District. He said he does not want to set a precedent with this project.

Commissioner Clifford Gillilan said the National Parks Service prefers a fixed awning to a
retractable one.
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Deegans moved approval of installation of the retractable awning, attached to the Hill and Holler
building out of the public way. Gillilan seconded the motion, which was approved 3-0, with
Johns absent and Lindquist abstaining.

Public Hearing: Montwell Commons, 990 Jefferson Street, North - Install two sections of split
rail fencing along the back side of property bordering Lafayette Street.

Commissioner Lindquist recused himself from discussion of this matter.

Janiga described the proposed fencing as a two-rail construction, manufactured by the West
Virginia Split Rail Company. It was chosen, he said, both for its appearance and to provide
visibility for traffic exiting Montwell.

Gillilan moved approval of the project, seconded by Deegans. The motion was approved 3-0,
with Johns absent and Lindquist abstaining.

Public Hearing: Marilyn Cooper, 1067 Washington Street - Install two mini split heat pumps on
the roof, with refrigerant piping running down the outside wall. Color will be white or brown.

In the absence of the applicant, Planning and Zoning Officer Marsha Cunningham summarized
the proposed project, noting that the roof on which the heat pumps will be installed is flat. She
said the piping must run down the side of the building, and the applicant will have the piping
painted to suit the Commission.

In response to a commissioner’s question, Josh Adamo — who is not involved with the project
but said he is familiar with the building — said the ceiling of the apartment(s) to be served by the
heat pumps is poured concrete, preventing the pipes from being brought through the roof and
necessitating the hardware being brought down the outside of the structure instead.

Both Deegans and Gillilan voiced concerns that attaching the piping to the building’s exterior
would damage the brickwork. The plans presented by the applicant lacked detail on that point,
Gillilan said.

Pending clarification of project plans, Gillilan moved to table the request. Deegans seconded,
and the application was tabled on a 4-0 vote, with Johns absent.

Public Hearing: Phil and Kristen Cornett, 172 Davis Street - Erect a three-bay garage painted
white with a black metal roof.

This application had been tabled at the September 13, 2021, meeting to enable the
commissioners to obtain answers to their questions.
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Phil Cornett noted that he had previously obtained a permit and demolished a shed on the site
where he wants to build the garage described in a site plan he presented to the Commission. He
said the siding that would be on the garage would be identical to the siding on the back of his
home, and it would feature a concrete block foundation surrounded by rock. The black metal
roof is similar to other nearby structures, and windows original to the property would provide a
template for the garage’s fenestration, he indicated.

Gillilan moved approval of the application, seconded by Lindquist. The motion was approved
4-0, with Johns absent.

FURTHER PUBLIC COMMENT: Josh Adamo outlined plans for the continuing
restoration/remodeling of the ca. 1894 home on the corner of Dwyer and Washington streets he
once lived in and recently sold. The focus of the remodel he verbally presented is an 18x22’
addition that was built around 20 years after the original construction and which contains kitchen
and bathroom facilities. Adamo intends to replace that addition with a smaller, 10x22’ addition,
along with a porch. Although the project was not on the meeting’s agenda, Adamo said he needs
permission to demolish the old addition before bad weather sets in. Deegans advised him to
email all information about the proposed project to HLC consultant Michael Mills.

COMMENTS from the COMMISSIONERS: Lindquist said the old library on Courtney Drive
has some maintenance issues. The city has leased the property to New River Community and
Technical College for continuing use as a library. City Manager Misty Hill said the college’s
head of maintenance has been made aware of the city’s concerns and will work with consultant
Michael Mills on a plan to remedy the issues. Lindquist said the Preservation Alliance of West
Virginia ha grant money available for rehabilitation, and the city is eligible to apply. Mayor
Beverly White said New River would have to apply for such a grant, as the college is responsible
for the building’s upkeep under the terms of its lease agreement.

COMMENTS from the ZONING OFFICER: Cunningham reported that she had given
administrative approval to Emil Stalis for replacement of a fence at the back of his property and
to Andy Edwards to replace a door and install a gas light on his property, situated in a place
thereon not publicly visible.

Cunningham said the next meeting of the Commission will be on November 8, 2021, with an
October 22 deadline for applications to be heard at that meeting.

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 6 p.m., upon motion by Lindquist, seconded by
Deegans and approved 4-0, with Johns absent.

Respectfully submitted,
Tina Alvey
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Recording Officer


