
City of Lewisburg
Historic Landmarks Commission Regular Session and Public Hearing

Meeting Minutes — September 13, 2021, 5:00 p.m.
942 Washington Street West, Lewisburg, WV

Paul L. Cooley Council Chambers

PRESENT: Chairperson David Craddock; Planning and Zoning Officer Marsha Cunningham;
Commissioners William Deegans, Clifford Gillilan, Donna Johns and Paul Lindquist; Recording
Officer Tina Alvey

ABSENT: None

VISITORS: Mayor Beverly White; City Manager Misty Hill; from the Mills Group - Michael
Mills, Paula McClain and Ryan McClain; architect Jerry Janiga; Will Laird; Lance Syner;
Wendell German; Meredith German; Emil Stalis; and via ZOOM - Josiah Solak, Bob Pollard,
Isak Howell and Robert & Jo Strickland

CALL TO ORDER: Meeting was called to order at 5 p.m. by David Craddock

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Minutes of the August 9, 2021, meeting were approved as
amended with the addition of Emil Stalis to the visitors’ list, by 5-0 vote, upon motion by
Commissioner Clifford Gillilan, seconded by Commissioner Donna Johns.

PUBLIC COMMENT: None

Public Hearing: Linda Dale, 455 Randolph Street - Install generator on the driveway side of the
house, concealed with shrubbery and/or latticework.

Representing the property owner, contractor Josiah Solak said the proposed generator would be
shielded from view by both a privacy fence and shrubbery. Commissioner Paul Lindquist advised
Solak that no fence would be needed, as long as the landscaping is adequate. Solak said he would
work with the Commission to identify appropriate shrubbery.

Gillilan moved approval of the project, seconded by Lindquist. The motion passed unanimously.

Public Hearing: Appalachian Headwaters, 122 Courtney Drive - Install a 3’x2’ sign with the
company’s logo along with their name in text, mounted to wall.

Representing the property owner, Isak Howell said the proposed sign would measure a total of
six square feet.

Commissioner William Deegans moved approval of the project, seconded by Johns. The motion
passed unanimously.

Public Hearing: Lewisburg Surf Shop, 121 Stratton Alley, Suite 7 - Requesting one small



branded black metal sign to be affixed to the front door; a nylon flag hanging from the top of the
door; a backlit metal sign with logo printed on front; and to paint main structure HC-190 black

and HC-27 for trim.

Business owners Wendell German and Meredith German described the signage being requested,
noting the backlighting of the logo sign — which they said is “more like an art installation” than
a utilitarian sign — would change in color from time to time in order to coordinate with the
window display. Planning and Zoning Officer Marsha Cunningham advised the owners that they
would have to take the request for colored lights to the city’s Board of Zoning Appeals, as
regulations call for illuminated signs to be externally illuminated with white light only. The
owners said they would present a request to the BZA for colored lights.

Gillilan moved approval of the small branded black metal sign, the nylon flag and the paint
colors, seconded by Lindquist. The motion passed unanimously.

Public Hearing: Montwell Commons, 990 North Jefferson Street - Install Sun Setter Retractable
Awning, measuring 11’8” when open, on the back side of Hill and Holler. Color will be natural

linen.

Representing Montwell Commons, architect Jerry Janiga said the retractable awning being
considered would only be opened up for special events. When retracted, the awning would be
concealed in place by a cream-color cover. Questions arose about the color of the awning’s frame
which Janiga could not definitively answer.

Mayor Beverly White asked the Commission, “Are we going to start allowing awnings all over
town?” She expressed concern about setting such a precedent.

Commission consultant Michael Mills said the awning in question is “a pretty minimal item,”
given that it is “removable and reversible and retractable.”

Deegans suggested that the potential proliferation of awnings of various sorts could be headed
off by addressing those concerns in HLC guidelines now under review. Revisions are expected to
be adopted by the end of the year.

Gillilan moved tabling Montwell Commons’ request until such time as the guidelines are revised,
seconded by Deegans. The measure was approved unanimously.

Public Hearing: Robert Strickland, 116 Preston Boulevard - Install two aluminum gates, painted
black, on existing brick wall in the backyard. One gate will be 12’8” on north side of yard, and

the other will be a 6’ single gate on the east wall.

Strickland described the proposed gates as aluminum framed with wooden slats, entirely painted
black. Neither gate will be higher than the adjacent walls, which are about 6’ tall, he said.
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Lindquist moved approval of the request, seconded by Johns. The project was approved
unanimously.

Cunningham advised the applicant he will need to obtain a construction permit.

Public Hearing: Bob Pollard, 471 Church Street - Demolition of garage, replaced by three-car
garage. Replace front porch roof with similar asphalt shingles, replace gutters, install fence in

front yard and connect to neighbor’s fence (which is similar) and install backyard fence made of
wire. Replace post light with a gas light.

Pollard asked that his requests be considered separately. Choosing the light project first, he noted
that replacing the electric post light with a gas light would be in keeping with features on other
properties in the neighborhood, such as the Episcopal Church across the street from his home.

Gillilan moved approval of the gas light, seconded by Johns. The project was approved
unanimously.

Second on Pollard’s list was replacement of his home’s front porch roof and the gutters attached
thereto. The materials for those items will be “very similar” to materials in use on the house now,
he said.

Johns moved approval of the porch roof and guttering project, seconded by Lindquist. The
project was approved unanimously, contingent upon Pollard’s gaining administrative approval of
the color of the new shingles.

Pollard next sought approval for his plan to demolish an existing garage, which was formerly a
barn, and replace it with a three-car garage in the same location, directly on the property line. He
said the new structure would have beadboard siding and roofing similar to his home’s roof. He
said the project would also require construction of a retaining wall and expansion of the
driveway.

When Cunningham advised that he would need a BZA setback variance in order to locate the
new structure on the property, Pollard said he was essentially asking at this point for an okay for
the “idea” of a garage, rather than a specific plan. He said he wouldn’t be building until spring.

Consultant Mills told Pollard the HLC would need a site plan or sketch plan before considering
the project, and Pollard said he would have plans prepared before the Commission’s October
meeting. Mills asked if the existing barn/garage structure is on the National Register of Historic
Places, to which Pollard said his house is on the Register, but the structure slated for tear-down is
not.

Prior to demolishing the existing structure, Pollard will need a demolition permit and an asbestos
report, Cunningham pointed out.
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Gillilan moved approval of demolition, subject to the caveats noted by Cunningham. The motion
was seconded by Lindquist and approved unanimously.

Pollard said construction of the fences included is his application won’t begin until the garage
project is finished. While the HLC did not immediately consider that segment of the application,
Deegans noted that the site plan for the garage would need to include those fences.

Public Hearing: Paula Thomas, 782 Jefferson Street South - Install a 3’x2” sign on existing
bracket.

In the absence of the applicant, Cunningham described the project. The sign being requested is
for The Thomas Rose Inn, a bed and breakfast establishment located on the corner of Jefferson
and Foster streets. The sign will be installed on existing brackets.

Deegans moved approval of the sign, seconded by Lindquist. The measure was approved
unanimously.

Public Hearing: Kristen Cornett, 172 Davis Street - Construct a three-car garage where a
previous shed had been on property.

In the absence of the applicant, Cunningham described the project, which involves the
construction of a three-car garage with electrical service and a black roof similar to others in the
neighborhood. The applicant told Cunningham that she had sent letters to neighboring property
owners, none of whom objected to the proposed project.

Citing lingering questions about the project, commissioners voted unanimously to table the
request until the October meeting. Gillilan made the motion to table, seconded by Lindquist.

COMMENTS from the COMMISSIONERS: Commissioner Lindquist pointed out that Mayor
White was being honored as one of the state’s “Wonder Women” in the current edition of WV
Living magazine.

COMMENTS from the ZONING OFFICER: Cunningham said Appalachian Headwaters
asked to paint its building white. The project will start soon.

Cunningham also noted that, due to the Columbus Day holiday, the Commission’s October
meeting will have to move to Monday, October 18, 2021. The October 1 deadline for
applications will not change.

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 6:05 p.m., upon motion by Gillilan, seconded by
Lindquist and unanimously approved by the membership.

Respectfully submitted,
Tina Alvey
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Recording Officer
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