
City of Lewisburg 
Historic Landmarks Commission Regular Session and Public Hearings 

Meeting Minutes — October 3, 2022, 5:00 p.m. 
942 Washington Street West, Lewisburg, WV 

Paul L. Cooley Council Chambers 
 
PRESENT: Commission Secretary William Deegans; Commissioners Donna Johns, Clifford 
Gillilan and Paul Lindquist; Tammy Ramey, Recording Officer Tina Alvey 
 
ABSENT: Chairman David Craddock 
 
VISITORS: Mayor Beverly White, City Manager Misty Hill, HLC consultant Michael Mills, 
Wayne Van Buren, Lory Van Buren, Stephen Van Buren, Jimmy Logan, Emil Stalis, Jim 
Morgan, Jerry Janiga, Paula Janiga 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Meeting was called to order at 5 p.m. by Commission Secretary William 
Deegans, presiding in the absence of Chairperson David Craddock. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Commissioner Clifford Gillilan moved approval of the minutes 
of the September 12, 2022, meeting, seconded by Commissioner Donna Johns. The motion was 
approved 4-0, with Craddock absent. 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC: Jerry Janiga offered a preview of a project he intends to 
present in full at the commission’s November 14, 2022, meeting. The project, which is on his 
personal property, involves landscaping, a water feature and possibly an attached deck, a 
retaining wall and a fire pit. He said he would like to do earthwork prior to the November 
meeting and requested an okay to proceed. Pointing out that the issue could not receive a formal 
vote, as it was not on the agenda, Deegans said Janiga should be able to proceed with earthwork 
before a project application is acted upon. 

 
Public Hearing: Shuck Memorial Baptist Church, 841 West Washington Street. Construction of 

a 16’x20’ outdoor stage, signs and installation of a yellow vinyl-coated chain parallel with 
Burdette Street and Livesay Street. 

 
Speaking on behalf of the church, Wayne Van Buren noted that one of the signs included in the 
current application was approved by the commission two years ago, but the project was 
postponed due to the exigencies of the COVID-19 pandemic. It is a ground-mounted sign and 
will replace the similarly situated sign identifying the church; it will be located to the right front 
of the church building. 
 
The proposed stage will be situated at an angle within the back lot owned by the church, and the 
removable yellow vinyl-coated chain will serve in lieu of a fence around that portion of the 
property, Van Buren said, also detailing an ongoing parking dispute between the church and a 
nearby business. He described multiple signs that will be placed on the site — eight signs  
attached to the existing building designating senior parking and 12 free-standing signs setting 
aside spaces for church parking during certain hours, as well as a 42”x42” replacement for an 



Historic Landmark Commission 
Meeting Minutes 
October 3, 2022 
Page 2 
 

existing wall sign identifying the church’s annex. 
 
Deegans advised Van Buren that the city had not received a site plan from the applicant for the 
development, which had earlier been requested by Planning and Zoning Officer Marsha 
Cunningham. HLC consultant Michael Mills asked Van Buren if he has a drawing of the site, 
saying, “We need a plan from you.” Van Buren said he could verbally describe the site, but has 
no drawing. 
 
Van Buren said the free-standing signs will be placed about 15’ apart in the lot, which will 
mostly remain grass, except for eventual improvements to the gravel section. He described the 
stage as having 10’ telephone poles at the corners with wire strung between them to support 
colorful lightweight nylon windsails serving as a roof that would only be present during events. 
He said setbacks will be approximately 10’ at the sides and 15’ next to the CYAC building. 
 
Mills advised Van Buren and fellow church representative Jimmy Logan that the city always gets 
a site plan for a proposed project, assuring them, “We are not picking on you.” He said that 
samples of the choices of materials to be used in the project must be included with the site plan, a 
point also emphasized by City Manager Misty Hill. While Van Buren protested that Cunningham 
had not requested a site plan when he filed the application for the project, Logan said he 
understood the need for a site plan and proposed that while awaiting the necessary 
documentation from the church, the HLC go ahead and grant permission only for the free-
standing main sign at the front of the church and for the senior parking and annex sign that all 
will be attached to the building. 
 
Commissioners agreed to vote on only those signs stipulated by Logan. A motion to that effect 
was made by Gillilan, seconded by Commissioner Paul Lindquist, and approved 4-0, with 
Craddock absent. 
 
They then tabled the rest of the application, pending receipt of a site plan that includes all 
pertinent information contained in the “Fences, Landscaping and Site Improvements” section of 
the city’s Certificate of Appropriateness Application Form. A motion to that effect was made by 
Lindquist, seconded by Johns, and approved 4-0, with Craddock absent. 
 
Following the conclusion of the public hearing, Mills noted that the application includes a lot of 
signage square footage and suggested that issue be examined by the appropriate city agency. Hill 
said that would fall under the purview of the Planning and Zoning office, not the HLC. 
 
Also following the hearing, city resident Emil Stalis expressed concerns about the project’s 
impact on his own nearby home. Van Buren had said during the hearing that he had not 
attempted to contact neighboring property owners about this project. 
 

Public Hearing: Historic Landmarks Commission seeks to send new set of guidelines to City 
Council. 
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Lindquist made a motion to forward a recommendation to City Council that the city adopt the 
document “Historic District Design Guidelines.” Johns seconded the motion, which passed on a 
4-0 vote, with Craddock absent. 
 
The full commission had earlier taken a vote, on August 8, 2022, unanimously approving 
submitting the guidelines to City Council, but the matter was not on the published August 
meeting agenda, necessitating this month’s re-vote. 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE COMMISSIONERS: Deegans said the New River Community 
and Technical College wants to tear down a small building on its property near the cemetery. 
The city asked that the HLC address the situation as it is credibly believed there are graves 
beneath the former dwelling. Mayor Beverly White said the college wants to keep the building’s 
foundation intact and place a sculpture of a family atop the slab. Deegans said that since the 
property is state-owned, the HLC has no authority over the project, but that it might require an 
archaeological study. Hill said she would share those concerns with college officials. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: Upon motion by Gillilan, seconded by Lindquist, and approved 4-0, with 
Craddock absent, the meeting adjourned at 6:33 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Tina Alvey 
Recording Officer 


