
City of Lewisburg 
Historic Landmarks Commission Regular Session and Public Hearings 

Meeting Minutes — September 12, 2022, 5:00 p.m. 
942 Washington Street West, Lewisburg, WV 

Paul L. Cooley Council Chambers 
 
PRESENT: Chairperson David Craddock; Commissioners Donna Johns, William Deegans, 
Clifford Gillilan and Paul Lindquist; Planning and Zoning Officer Marsha Cunningham; 
Recording Officer Tina Alvey 
 
ABSENT: None 
 
VISITORS: Mayor Beverly White, City Manager Misty Hill, Fire Chief Joseph Thomas, 
Michael Mills (via phone), Bruce Coburn (via phone), Aaron Paxton, Russell Abbott, Cary 
Abbott, Gary Ford, Angus Peyton, Edith McKinley, Lance Syner, Joshua Adamo, Mike 
Tremann, Cliff Baker, Marit Withrow, Don Withrow, Jim Morgan, Jerry Janiga 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Meeting was called to order at 5 p.m. by Chairperson David Craddock. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Commissioner Clifford Gillilan moved approval of the minutes 
of the August 8, 2022, meeting, seconded by Commissioner William Deegans. The motion was 
approved 5-0. 
 
ACTION TAKEN: Craddock announced that an application filed by the Lewisburg Foundation 
regarding a sculpture has been tabled. 

 
Public Hearing: Russell Abbott, 1726/1729 Washington Street East. Repaint all wood siding, 

fascia, windows, trim and door with (SW-0015) Gallery Green, and cinderblocks white. 
 
Applicant described the exterior paint to be used in this project. Commissioner William Deegans 
moved approval of the application, seconded by Commissioner Paul Lindquist, and approved 5-
0. 
 
Public Hearing: Bruce Coburn and Mary Flanigan, 295 Lee Street. Replace shingle roof, paint 

front door and exterior trim. 
 
Coburn described the paint color for the front door as Benjamin Moore Waller Green (CW-510). 
Gillilan moved approval of the application, seconded by Lindquist, and approved 5-0 
 

Public Hearing: Kahsyne LLC, 668 Church Street and 775 Court Street. Demolition of all 
structures on 668 Church Street and demolition of all sheds and wooden structures at 775 Court 

Street. 
 
Appearing on behalf of the limited liability company, of which he is a member, Lance Syner said 
the structures identified for demolition are unsound and cannot be rehabilitated without an 
excessive outlay of funds. Of the structures contained within the plats in question, only the 
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former True Value building is slated for rehab. The developers may add as many as 38 to 42 
parking spaces (which Syner’s associate Angus Peyton said will then be given to the city) and 
construct townhomes on another area of the property, but those plans are tentative at this point, 
and Syner asked the commissioners to only consider the condition of the existing structures. 
 
Planning and Zoning Officer Marsha Cunningham said she had contacted SHPO about the 
prospect for demolition, and that body had no objection, given the unsafe conditions of the 
structures. City Manager Misty Hill said SHPO supported the demolition, even though one of the 
buildings in question is on the historic registry. She said the demo also has the full support of the 
city administration. Fire Chief Joseph Thomas noted that young people have broken into at least 
one building and are using it as a gathering place. He said the Fire Department has been called to 
respond to vandalism and fires in the buildings, which he described as “full of mold.” 
 
HLC consultant Michael Mills concurred with SHPO’s endorsement of the demolition, as 
presented. Gillilan moved approval of the application, seconded by Commissioner Donna Johns, 
and approved 5-0. 
 
Public Hearing: Paul and Libby Tomar,, 1505 Washington Street. Paint exterior of house with 
(SW-6247) Krypton, trim (SW-9507) Cream and Sugar, accent trim (SW-7538- Tamarind, and 

fish scale painted (SW-0021) Queen Anne Lilac. 
 
Speaking on behalf of the applicant, contractor Joshua Adamo noted that all of the paint colors 
are taken from Sherwin-Williams’ historic line. Craddock advised Adamo that he needs to ensure 
all of the paint samples are accurate representations of the colors used, as this has been a problem 
in the past. Adamo responded that only Sherwin-Williams paint will be purchased for this 
project. 
 
Gillilan moved approval of the application, seconded by Deegans, and approved 5-0. 
 

Public Hearing: Carrie DeHaven, 298 Randolph Street. Signs to be placed in existing frame 
with (SW-6258) Tricorn Black, and bordered with (SW-0046) White Hyacinth. 

 
Speaking on behalf of the applicant, woodworker/craftsman Aaron Paxton described aluminum 
signs and a door placard with antique white lettering on a black background for his client’s law 
office. Lindquist moved approval of the application, seconded by Johns, and approved 5-0. 
 

Public Hearing: GVRP, 980 Jefferson Street North/Lafayette Street. Build a 10’x24’ tractor 
shed with ramp, solar panels on roof of shed and four freestanding solar panels on steel posts. 

 
Commissioner Lindquist recused himself from consideration of the issue due to a conflict, 
leaving the meeting before any discussion began. 
 
Speaking for GVRP, architect Jerry Janiga and engineer Cliff Baker described the proposed 
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project at Montwell Commons, which involves construction of a wood frame structure for 
storage of lawn equipment, along with associated paving and a solar array. Solar panels will be 
attached to the new shed’s roof to serve as a demonstration of what downtown solar panels could 
accomplish; those panels will power parking/driveway lighting at night. 
 
The men explained that this is part of an expansion of the educational aspect of Montwell 
Commons. That effort will include a focus on native plants and a tie-in with a local Monarch 
butterfly project, Baker said. 
 
An additional array of free-standing solar panels on the property will be strictly educational, with 
“not much” power generated. Those panels will be 6’ wide and 12’ tall, Baker said. Craddock 
said the problem is that those panels will be visible from Lafayette Street. Janiga and Baker said 
an alternate location which would allow for additional screening could be used for the array. 
 
With the stipulation that the least visible site be used for the free-standing array, the application 
was approved 4-0, upon motion by Gillilan, seconded by Johns. 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC: Edith McKinley asked the commission for advice on 
how to proceed in stabilizing her Lee Street home following her discovery of a crack in the 
western corner of the house’s foundation. She said a contractor cannot tackle a full-scale repair 
job until spring. Craddock advised McKinley that she could undertake a temporary repair to 
stabilize the structure without the commission’s approval. Cunningham said McKinley can 
obtain an emergency permit now and, once she’s ready to commence permanent repairs, she can 
make application to the HLC for approval of that project. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: Upon motion by Gillilan, seconded by Johns and approved 4-0, the meeting 
adjourned at 6:05 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Tina Alvey 
Recording Officer 


