
City of Lewisburg 

Historic Landmarks Commission Regular Session and Public Hearings 

Meeting Minutes — January 10, 2022, 5:00 p.m. 

942 Washington Street West, Lewisburg, WV 

Paul L. Cooley Council Chambers 

 

PRESENT: Chairperson David Craddock; Commissioners William Deegans, Clifford Gillilan 

and Donna Johns; Planning and Zoning Officer Marsha Cunningham; Recording Officer Tina 

Alvey 

 

ABSENT: Commissioner Paul Lindquist 

 

VISITORS: Mayor Beverly White, consultant Michael Mills (via telephone), Russ 

Higginbotham, Brian Seldomridge and Catherine Kuliesh 

 

CALL TO ORDER: Meeting was called to order at 5:01 p.m. by Chairperson David Craddock 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Commissioner Clifford Gillilan moved approval of the minutes 

of the December 13, 2021, meeting, as amended by Commissioner William Deegans to include 

an update on Carnegie Hall’s plans to temporarily move Countrymen’s telecommunications 

antenna to another location on the building’s roof. The motion was seconded by Deegans, and 

approved 4-0, with Commissioner Paul Lindquist absent. 

 

Public Hearing: Seldomridge & Shafer CPA, PLLC, 703 Jefferson Street, South - A 37x71” 

sign, colors burgundy and black, installed on existing brick columns. 

 

Applicant Brian Seldomridge advised the commission that a new sign on his business is required 

due to a change in the firm’s name. Although the sign requested is larger than the one it replaces, 

the original sign was approved for the larger size when installed. 

 

Gillilan moved approval of the application, seconded by Commissioner Donna Johns, and the 

motion passed 4-0, with Lindquist absent. 

 

Public Hearing: Donna Toney/Catherine Kuleish, 937 Washington Street, West (Cat & Kate’s 

Boutique) - Paint exterior door pink and add door sign. 

 

Applicant Catherine Kuliesh pointed out that the sign is already painted on the glass in the door. 

She wants to paint the door later, after closing on the building in January or February; the 

hibiscus shade of pink for the door was selected to match the color in the existing sign. 

 

Deegans moved approval of the application, seconded by Gillilan, and the motion passed 4-0, 

with Lindquist absent. 

 

Public Hearing: Russ Higginbotham, 1018 Washington Street - Replace nine second story 

windows with Pella Reserve Traditional Series. 

 



Applicant Russ Higginbotham noted that he had received “unofficial” approval for the project 

from the commission earlier. He asked to be permitted to replace the old windows in what is 

referred to on the application as the McCarthur Park Building. The color of the proposed 

windows is fossil, which Higginbotham said most closely matches the color of the mortar on the 

building. 

 

Gillilan moved approval of the application, seconded by Deegans, and the motion passed 4-0, 

with Lindquist absent. 

 

Public Hearing: Melanie Cibrowski, 1102 Washington Street, East - Sign for Mountain Momma 

Consignment Shop.. 

 

In the absence of the applicant, Planning and Zoning Officer Marsha Cunningham explained to 

the commission that the sign in question is black and white. It is the same size as the sign that 

was on the building previously and will, therefore, fit on the hanger that is already in place. 

 

Johns moved approval of the application, seconded by Deegans, and the motion passed 4-0, with 

Lindquist absent. 

 

Public Hearing: Kevin Workman, 1146 Washington Street, East - Sign. 

 

Approval is sought for placement of a urethane front porch sign reading “Washington St. 

Quarters” for applicant Kevin Workman’s AirBnB establishment. Deegans pointed out that 

urethane material had been approved for a prior sign on the building 

 

Gillilan moved approval of the application, seconded by Johns, and the motion passed 4-0, with 

Lindquist absent. 

 

Public Hearing: Don Joint, 221 Austin Street - Room addition. 

 

In the absence of the applicant, Cunningham said Don Joint had bought a house on Austin Street 

at Lafayette Street. An architect designed an addition that will work within the city’s setback 

requirements without a variance. The materials are not yet decided but will be presented to the 

commission for approval once chosen. 

 

Johns moved approval of the architectural plan presented, seconded by Gillilan, and the motion 

passed 4-0, with Lindquist absent. 

 

COMMENTS from the COMMISSIONERS: Mayor Beverly White made note of the absence 

of Lance Syner, a resident who had indicated earlier that he had questions for the commission. 

Craddock said he already had spoken with Syner and found that the man was concerned about 

the architectural design of the insurance office located in the City Hall building. A feature in the 

office was originally described as a transom (window), but its design was changed to include 

much smaller panes of glass, Craddock said, noting the feature wasn’t intended to be a window, 

as it had “dead space” behind it. He said while Syner didn’t agree with the rationale offered, the 

man decided not to pursue the matter further. 



 

White said she is concerned that people — like Syner — are receiving information from sources 

other than City Hall officials and instructed Craddock that, in future, if a citizen approaches an 

HLC member, the member should contact City Hall to set up a meeting with the inquiring 

individual. “I don’t want us to be blind-sided,” the mayor said. 

 

HLC consultant Michael Mills said the development of guidelines for the commission in dealing 

with such issues as paint colors and awnings is “still a work in progress.” Craddock suggested 

scheduling a working session to discuss pertinent points. 

 

COMMENTS from the ZONING OFFICER: Cunningham said she would coordinate 

schedules for the working session with the HLC membership, Mills and City Manager Misty 

Hill. 

 

Cunningham reported that she had granted administrative approval the previous week for a fence 

project after conferring with several commissioners. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 5:48 p.m. Deegans made the motion, which was 

seconded by Gillilan and approved on a 4-0 vote, with Lindquist absent. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Tina Alvey 

Recording Officer 


