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Minutes of City Council

August 18 2015

Regular Session

The Council of the City of Lewisburg met in regular session on Tuesday, August 18, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. in the Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers located at 942 Washington Street West, Lewisburg, WV.

PRESENT:  Mayor John Manchester; City Recorder Shannon Beatty; Council members Joshua Baldwin, Heather Blake, Mark Etten and Beverly White; Police Chief Tim Stover, Fire Chief Wayne Pennington.

ABSENT: Councilmember Joseph Lutz and Zoning Officer Chuck Smith

VISITORS:  Reporters Robin Zimmerman with the West Virginia Daily News, Peggy McKenzie with the Mountain Messenger and Tina Alvey with the Beckley Register Herald; Michael Kelemen with Suddenlink Communications; Leah Bryson, Martha Hylton and Natalie Roper.  

CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor Manchester called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Recorder Beatty gave the invocation and Councilmember White led the pledge of allegiance.

VISITORS REPORTS: 

No reports were given

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

July 21, 2015 and July 14, 2015

Councilmember Etten made a motion to table the July 21 and July 14 City Council minutes. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Lutz) the motion carried. 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR:
Green Team Update

Leah Bryson read a copy of a mission statement she drafted. She stated should would like to present a list of names for membership on the new Green Team at the September City Council meeting for consideration. Councilmember Etten noted that he would like to ask Bryson for input on the sustainability section of the new Comprehensive plan.

West Virginia Municipal League All Star City Enrichment Award

Recorder Beatty announced the City had won the All Star City Enrichment Award for the Dick Pointer Cemetery beautification project for 2015 at the West Virginia Municipal League meeting in Wheeling in August. 

RESOLUTION: 

Resolution 436, Suddenlink Communications

Recorder Beatty read the following resolution by title for passage:

“RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF LEWISBURG APPROVING THE CHANGE OF CONTROL OF THE CABLE TELEVISION FRANCHISE.”
Michael Kelemen, Director of Government Relations with Suddenlink Communications, stated that a change of control from Suddenlink to Altice had taken place. He noted that Altice has over 30 million customers in France and Europe. He stated Suddenlink is looking at a fourth quarter close on the change of control. Councilmember Baldwin asked questions about the data caps on service. Kelemen said that West Virginia is the last area of Suddenlink to have data caps implemented, noting that Suddenlink had done due diligence to see what the rest of the industry was doing with data caps before implementing them. Baldwin stated it seems like the only reason Suddenlink has implemented data caps is because it has become an industry standard.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve Resolution 436 as presented for passage. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Lutz) the motion carried. 
Resolution 439, Lighting for Dorie Miller & Hollowell Park

Land Water Conservation Fund Grant

Recorder Beatty read the following resolution by title for passage:
“LAND AND CONSERVATION FUND APPLICATION, DORIE MILLER PARK AND HOLLOWELL PARK LIGHTING UPGRADES: FOR THE REPLACEMENT AND INSTALLATION OF NEW OUTDOOR LIGHTING FOR LEWISBURG MUNICIPAL PARKS TO PROVIDE ENERGY EFFICIENT, SECURE AND IMPROVED LIGHTING FOR EVENING AND NIGHTTIME USE OF THE PARKS IN THE AMOUNT OF $30,000”

Councilmember Etten asked where the funds for the match would come from. Treasurer Susan Honaker stated that the match funds were not in the budget and that a budget revision would have to be made. Mayor Manchester stated the lights needed to be upgrade because they were very old and becoming dangerous.
Councilmember Baldwin made a motion to approve Resolution 439 as presented. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Lutz) the motion carried. 
ORDINANCES: 
Ordinances 250, Fire Service Fee, third reading

Recorder Beatty read Ordinance 250 by title for third reading:
“AN ORDINANCE ENACTING ARTICLE 730 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF LEWISBURG, GREENBRIER COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA, BY ADDING  SECTIONS 730.01, 730.02, 730.03, 730.04, 730.05, 730.06, 730.07, 730.08, 730.09 AND 730.10. ENTITLED ‘FIRE SERVICE FEE’ TO PROVIDE THAT THE LEWISBURG FIRE DEPARTMENT SHALL RESPOND TO ANY FIRE INCIDENT WITHIN ITS FIRST DUE AREA AS DESIGNATED BY THE WEST VIRGINIA STATE FIRE COMMISSION AND WEST VIRGINIA STATE FIRE MARSHALL PROVIDING RATES AND CHARGES FOR FIRE FEES FOR PROPERTIES LOCATED OUTSIDE THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE CITY OF LEWISBURG BUT WITHIN THE CITY’S FIRST DUE AREA. ”
Councilmember Etten made a motion to pass Ordinance 250, Fire Service Fee on third and final reading. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Lutz) the motion carried. 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS:
United Way Annual Day of Service

Recorder Beatty reported that the Lewisburg in Bloom Committee had worked with the United Way having West Virginia School of Osteopathic students paint a wall on Randolph Street on August 1, 2015.

Lewisburg Literary Festival

Councilmember Baldwin thanked the City for another great Literary Festival.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS: 

Planning Commission Report

Mayor Manchester  reported on the following events of the August 6, 2015 Planning Commission meeting: 

· A request from Colin Rose at 112 Randolph Street to construct a 4-room luxury hotel atop an existing single-story structure as a second floor addition was tabled because of a lack of quorum. The project will also add a handicapped unit on the first floor, together with a hotel lobby and restrooms. 

· It was determined that a request by Cinema 8, LLC for a landscape plan revision could be handled administratively.

· A request by Hill and Holler for a Conditional Use Permit at 204 North Jefferson Street, by owner Merrick Tracy to include outside dining and alcohol use on the rear deck of the building in which he is conducting business could not be heard because of a lack of quorum.

Parks Commission Report 
Councilmember Baldwin reported on the following events of the August 4, 2015 Parks Commission meeting:

· Zoning Officer Chuck Smith gave a report from the City in the absence of a Director of Public Works.

· The master plan for the parks system was tabled.

· A discussion was held about the possibility of painting the bike route on the pavement instead of using signs.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE POLICE DEPARTMENT:

Police Chief Stover reported he has never seen Fair Traffic backed up so far on Interstate 64 as he did on the first Friday and Saturday of the State Fair. That in his 26 years of directing traffic. He estimated that 36,000 people attended the fair on those two days. He asked Council if the City could initiate conversations with the WVDOH about traffic issues in Lewisburg. He stated that as more and more events are held in the Lewisburg area he can see more traffic issues such as backed up traffic occurring. Mayor Manchester stated he would reach out to the WVDOH.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE FIRE DEPARTMENT: 

Fire Chief Pennington stated that it was brought to his attention the business registration for the Lewisburg Volunteer Fire Department at the last City Council meeting had been revoked by the State. He stated that is partly true, because the Department was in the process of drafting new bylaws and articles of confederation which must be complete to submit the business registration. He stated the Department must submit new articles of confederation. The Fire Department’s lawyer, Brandon Johnson is working on the issue. 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES:
Finance Committee Report
Councilmember Etten reported on the following events of the August 11, 2015 Finance Committee meeting: 

· The Committee recommends approval of the repair of a 2002 Dodge Truck in the Street Department which needs a new transmission installed at cost not to exceed $4,655.03

Councilmember Etten made a motion to repair a 2002 Dodge Truck in the Street Department which needs a new transmission installed at cost not to exceed $4,655.03. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Lutz) the motion carried. 
· The Committee recommended the conversion of a 1996 diesel Ford Truck into a flatbed dump truck at a cost not to exceed $6,400.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the conversion of a 1996 diesel Ford Truck into a flatbed dump truck at a cost not to exceed $6,400. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Lutz) the motion carried. 
Fire Chief Pennington stated he had finally secured a bid for the replacement of the roof on Fire Station #2 located on U.S. Route 219 north. The James Fry Co. offered to do the work for $39,190. The bid was extended after Fry had examined the roof and discovered the work necessary to replace it would be more extensive that advertised because of problems with the materials and workmanship on the original decking, Pennington said. He noted the only other bid received for the roof replacement did not meet the terms of the advertised project and was for more than $92,000. A special meeting was set for August 25 to open the bid. 
Public Works Committee Report

Councilmember White reported on the following events of the August 11, 2015 Public Works Committee meeting: 
· Tony Hinkle, a Lewisburg resident and merchant, presented a proposal to make Lafayette Street a one way street, 

· A discussion was held about installing speed humps on South Court Street and yield signs at intersections along the L & R Trail.

· 4,376 meters have been replaced in the radio read meter program.

· Committee members would like to improve pedestrian walkways along Lafayette and Randolph Streets.

Public Safety Committee Report

No report was given

ADJOURNMENT: 

Councilmember Etten made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:18 p.m. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Lutz) the motion carried. 
